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Period for Reply 

Any r^ly tBceived by the Office later than three months after the S^*fc S?™^ to become /fiANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
earned patent temi adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). oommunjcation, even if timely filed, may reduce any 



Status 



1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 October 2nm 
2an This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

'""f °" ^'^'^P* '"^tt^^. P~«ecution as to the merits is 

Closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) Is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s)M9 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

rol^nT"'^'^ T " aioctobe^ is/are: aO accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )n '^;^7^77'"^.'^^^^^^^^^ '"'^"*"9 ^ "TTBctlon is required .the diawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Acfton or fomi PTO-152 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)^ None of: » v / v / v 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. a Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thi^l^^^ nal Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the plurality of 
intersecting lines, a loop and a strap (as claimed in claim 9) must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held In abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to because they are unclear. For example, figure 2 
shows reference numerals such as 22a,22,72, pointing at nothing. Other examples are 
figures 8 & 13, which appear to be unclear because the numerals are pointing at 
nothing. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

iri'!l?in''«.o°."„'!l^^ ^^T^ " '^^^ '■" = P""'®"^ publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
States ^ ^ '^^^ °^ ^PP'":^*'*'" fo^ patent if; the Unted 

4. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Crawley (US 5085001). 
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For claim 17. Crawley teaches a method of Installing a protective ground mat 
having a non-rigid base, the method comprising: securing the mat to the ground at a 
plurality of locations (where stakes 27,28 are located); and tensioning (by adjusting the 
rings 12A or 12B) the base after it has been secured to the ground so that it conforms to 
a contour of the ground. 

For claim 18, Crawley teaches wherein prior to securing the mat to the ground, 
the method includes opening a slit 14 in the base and fitting the base about an object 
such as a tree (see fig. 3). 

For claim 19, Crawley teaches wherein the step of fitting the base about an 
object includes forming a hole 13 in the base, the hole intersecting the slit. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the pnor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 ,2,4-8,1 0-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crawley. 

For claim 1, Crawley teaches a protective ground mat comprising a non-rigid 
base 10; a plurality of hold-downs 27,28 coupled to the base; a tensioner 12A or 12B 
having first and second portions that may be selectively coupled to the first portion (as 
shown in fig. 4, the ends 23,24 overlap each other) to adjust a distance between an 
associated pair of hold-downs (by moving the ends 23.24. the base with be smaller or 
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larger, thus, adjusting the distance between stal<es 27,28). However, Crawley is silent 
about having more than one tensioner. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have more than one 
tensioner in the mat of Crawley, since it is has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 

For claim 2, Crawley teaches the base Includes a pair of edges that cooperate to 
define a slit 14 and wherein the mat further includes a closure device 29 for closing the 
slit. 

For claim 4, Crawley teaches the slit extends from an outer edge of the base to a 
point outwardly of a center 13 of the base (see fig. 2). 

For claim 5, Crawley teaches the slit temninates Inwardly at a series of 
perforations 16,17. 

For claim 6, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have the perforations of Crawley define a plurality of 
intersecting lines, depending on the shape of the object one wishes to surround the mat 
with or the design of the object and mat. 

For claim 7. Crawley teaches the perforations define a plurality of circular 
different size shapes (see fig. 2). 

For claim 8. Crawley teaches each shape is disposed inside or abuts another 
one of the shapes (see fig. 2). 

For claim 10. Crawley teaches wherein an aperture 13 is formed in the base and 
the slit intersects the aperture. 
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For claim 1 1 , Crawley teaches cutting indicia 16.17 on the base. 
For claim 1 2. Crawley teaches the cutting indicia defines a plurality of shapes 
(see claim 7). 

For claim 13, see claim 8. 

For claim 14, Crawley teaches the shapes are concentric with one another (see 

fig. 2). 

For claim 15, Crawley teaches each of the shapes is similar but differently sized 
(as shown in fig. 2). 

7. Claims 3 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crawley in view of Hansen (US 61 28852). 

For claim 3, Hansen teaches a ground cover 36 having a base with a slit 40 
being closed/opened by hook and loop fastener 46,44. It would have been an obvious 
substitution of functional equivalent to substitute the closure device 29 of Crawley with 
hook and loop fastener of Hansen, since both types of fastener would perform to close 
or open the slit. 

For claim 16. see the above claims for explanation. 

8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crawley 
in view of Ireland (US 1321747). 

Ireland teaches a tensioner including a loop 10 and a strap 8. the loop being 
secured to a base 12, the strap having a first end. which is secured to the base, and a 
second end that is disposed through the loop. It would have been an obvious 
substitution of functional equivalent to substitute the tensioner device 12A or 12B of 
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Crawley with a loop and strap as taught by Ireland, since both types of tensioner would 
perfomi to allow a user to adjust the tension in the base so as to accommodate 
expansion in size of the base. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0765. The examiner can nomially be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 703-308-2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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